6      THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

Thieves broke into the shops and houses and looted everything
they found.

The battlefield was strewn with the bodies of ten thousand
Mamelukes, Turks and Egyptians. On the river the ships were
ablaze and the flames threw a sinister glow on the sides of the
Pyramids. In the water floated the bodies of the valiant Mame-
lukes who were drowned in trying to cross the river on their
horses. Their bodies were later carried by the current down-
stream to spread the news of the rout of the Mamelukes.

The French, who only lost three hundred in the battle, were
soon recompensed for their previous sufferings. In the enemy
camp after the battle they found plenty to eat and to plunder.
The wealth that the Mamelukes used to carry in their leather
belts round their bodies fell to the fortunate soldiers. When
they learned this about the Mamelukes they began to fish for
their bodies in the water.

Napoleon and his staff, who were quartered in Murad Bey's
palace at Giza, now tackled the problem of crossing the river
to take possession of Cairo. Their anxiety was great, because
their flotilla coming up from Rosetta was hampered on its way
by the low waters of the Nile at this season. But their anxiety
was soon relieved when it transpired that Ibrahim Bey with
his Mamelukes, instead of concentrating their forces on the
right bank of the river to make a last stand before giving up
Cairo, was fleeing with his followers northwards towards Pales-
tine and Syria, leaving Cairo to the pillagers inside and to the
invaders outside.

Two days later a delegation from Cairo called on Napoleon
to assure him of Cairo's submission.

Thus was Egypt rudely jolted from her slumber by the im-
pact of French cannon and the pungent smell of powder; and
Bonaparte, having won the day, set out to consolidate his
victory by posing as Egypt's saviour and importer of the free-
dom and equality of the Revolution. For this reason he
brought with him from Rome the first printing-press with
Arabic type, and with the help of some Levantines whom he
had released from imprisonment in Malta, he prepared his first
epistle to Egypt.

In that document, which has since become of historical im-